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they have made to me the report which you have
already heard from others, that he is the only young
man they ever knew in whom it is impossible to find
any fault. Diligence, capacity, total freedom from
vice of every sort, gentle and kind disposition, cheer-
fulness, pleasantness, and perfect sweetness, are in the
catalogue of properties by which we may advertise
him if he should be lost.

6 Adieu, dear Lady Palmerston; do not call me German,
nor sentimental, nor any other names, if I tell you how
much pleasure I felt on seeing you again after my long
absence. I believe, in the case of departures, they who
stay behind may often feel it most, but in the case of
returns, he who arrives is probably the most sensible of
the joy.'

Lord Minto having been recalled to London to at-
tend to his Parliamentary duties,1 Lady Minto wrote to
him of the society in Edinburgh in the following ap-
preciative strain.

'February 21, 1802.

c I quite agree with you that natural character is much
changed by education, society, air, and the manner of
living, and besides by fashion, which teaches people
not to act upon their own judgment and opinions, but
to endeavour to be like somebody, or anybody. I see
this in all countries more or less. This country has
arrived at the true pitch of comfort and happiness.
The people are full of information, are natural? un-
assuming, and social, but with a great mixture of orsou-
1 Parliament met on February 2.